QUESTION OF THE WEEK

As a means to an end, are the use of enhanced interrogation techniques and secret military operations
in a foreign country justified?

TORTURE IS IMMORAL,
ILLEGAL AND INEFFECTIVE

By Rana Odeh

]' ets get rid of the sophisticated, politically
Lacorveet Tinguage and call it what il is .
hanced interrogation techniques™ simply means
lorure 'IIIH‘ \'1]:‘:‘:.'"' ['(l.'lﬁ“i_: :"T]llll-l III(' “(Il"l h:l‘i
softened the public’s view on torture, despite the
fact that it is immoral and illegal under US. law
as well as international law. The use of the term
“enhanced interogation techniques™ was intro-
duced by the Bush aduinistration in an illll‘llllll
to legalize the use of torture, In a -ilunl_n conducted
Iw the John E kennedy Sehool of Government at
Harvard University, researchers found that news-
papers almost uniformly deseribed waterboard-
g as lorture dating back
to the 1990s, but sinee it was
vevealed as a common lactic
:llll‘l"“l"l ||'|I[It'|' I]ll' Hll.\ll
administation,  the  same
newspapers almost entively
stopped using the term tor-
ture, The study also found
that while Iht’ New York Times had p':‘\u:usl\
characterized waterboarding as torture in 8135
percent ol tieles, from ’[IJ to 2008 it character
tred waterhoarding as torture in only 14 percent
ol articles. The cor Illldlt' media was an active col-
laborator with the Bush admini alion inmaking
“enhanced interrogation techniques” aceep table
to the general ||||in|||

There has been a great amount of controversy
surrounding the Bush administration’s nse of tor-
ture, but morality issues aside, the recent debate
on torture is primarily focused on elfectiveness.
Ten vears of arrests and interrogations, 10 vears
ol waterboanding and Gitmo, 10 vears of war in
Aghanistan, HI vears of inefliciency and now
bin | aien has |ll1'||i\ been found. Before we ask
whether enhanced |||I(|’1wnllmll techniques are
justified &5 a means 1o an ¢ end, we must (question
whether torture is the most effective means to an
end, 17 torture actually led to the eapture of the
worlid’s most wanted man, it would he a totally
different question than it is in this case; if torture
were effective, it would not have taken 10 vears to
findd bin Laden. Torture has not awarded the Bush
administiation with hin Laden’s capture, nor did
it solve any of the world’s problems, What it did
do. howeser.is violate himan rights, the LS. Con-
stitution and international law.

New York Congressman Peter King elaimed
that *Osama Bin Laden would not have been eap-
tured and Killed i it were not for the initial infor-
mation we got from Khalid Sheikh Mohammed
after he was waterboarded.” On the contrary. Mat-
thew Alexander a former senior military interro-
gator and author of "Kill or Capture” 2011,
that the use of torture ly :'(ulaisli-nl[\ vesulled in
“:l\'“‘il PeSOLee: ]II -‘I\'ﬁ' I{'.'Il{ “i'\.‘lll{li"' ill‘iﬂ
saicd, “When vou look at the use of n.|t:|lm.||\i
ing and enhaneed interrogation techniques in the
case of the trail of evidence that leads 1o Osama
hin Laden, what vou find is, time and time again,
it slows down the chase. In 2007, when we have
hi]'!lld th"ll.ll \]{i}hl“lllll"l’[ we i'l\l‘ ”h WISON
most likely 1o be able to lead us 10 Lllll‘li.
and vet we don’t get to him until 2011, You know,

by any interrogation standard, eight vears is a
long time 1o nnl- | information Imm pmplu amil
that's probably riuwll\ related to the fact that he
was waterhoarded 187 times”

In a press briefng on May 5 White House
Pross Seeretary Jay Carney 'u]nmuuwl that the
Obama administration has not changed ils op-
position to torture whatsoever, and stated that
e Ill‘lliil" |I|‘}||| lll (lll[l(\ Wils jll\l a \“ "II |I|l
nformation that has |w1'|u.,<|l||<-|l>r| |n\ ineredibly
diligent professiona s over Iiu- vears in the intel-
||"|-|m' community, And it's simply strange cre-
:|||I1I‘\ to sugges! that a piece of information that

® Torture has not awarded the
Bush administration with bin Laden's
capture, nor did it solve any of the

world's problems. **

may or may not have heen gathered ei
ago some how diree ty e d to a suecessful 1
nn Sunday. That's | ilul nol the ease.”

Despite what many torture advocates would like
to believe, the killing of Osama Bin Laden is not
credited to “enhaneed interrogation techniques”
which have proven o slow down the chase, but
rather, il is .l redited 1o traditional intelligence-
gal he nll" methods. [ is let||i|\ un 1stie o ex-
pr‘rt vour enemy to reveal valuable information
under torture, The act of torture itsell confinms
the animosity in the detainee’s mind and makes
him/her less likely 1o cooperate,

\ceording to the statisties found by the Depart-
ment of Defense, torture was the number one re-
crniting tool for al-Qaida and it ereated the most
:I‘m-ru‘mu\ type of enemy. The foreign fighters in
Iraq | saidl they went to ise of the events
of \bu Ghraib : itisimportant o
note that the foreign fighters made up ! Li pereent
of the suicide bombers. 1t woukl be extremely
dangerous for America to develop the reputation
asa nation that uses torture, for many veasons, hut
the most prominent heing that il would ¢ reate a
world of enemies that would under no circum-
ces help advance the seeurity of the U5,

There is ample evidence proving that torture
is neffective, [Uis an insull o the American intel-
ligence community 1o assume the use of torture
is necessary or even helpl ng
sion. The LS. military must stick with trac
intelligence-gathering techniques that have prov-
en 1o he effective for decades. It is unreasonable
tify something that is immoral, illegal and
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ACTING IN OUR OWN SELF INTEREST
IN A DANGEROUS WORLD

nowhat can only be deseribed as a testament
nale |.s|nh||1l\ of the LS. mllllan
and intelligence conmmumit, Osama bin Laden is
dead. On “ av 2 in the dead of 3 moonless night,
our military llew four modified stealth-like Black
Hawk helicopters containing elite Special Forces
\avy SEALs into Pakistan ml\llr e, I'lving under

stani » the small fi made a
il strike al the compound where bin Laden
ng. It turns ont that for vears he had been
v town of Abbottabad. which
d onlv two hours drive north of the capi-
y: of Islamabad. The SEALs r||s]r'|[(|1|-| it
| aden with two bullets to the head. For justifiable
Pesans, " \\"lllll lI]ITl’ H I]ll' Illi" was Loy {l” ||l’ ‘I
(haida leader rather than capture him.

Killing bin Laden saved the Obama admin-
iwlr‘minn from the awhward situation of what to
do with the mastermind of {1 Ii once e was in
captivity. Where would the US. hold bin Laden?
To take' him to the US, military prison at Guan-
tanamo Bay would expose the administration to
the hypoerisy of their campaign to demonize the
LS, for eperating Gitmo during the Bush presi-
deney, President (?hdlna and ttorney (
Haldens previously held position on G
both when Bush was president and afier tak
ing ollice, was that keeping these prisoners in a
itary prison ol 1.5, soil somehow violated the
hits of these enemy combatants. Political srn[\
at President Bush was easier than protecting
national interest. Aceording to the Obama

our
Holden doetrine, ¢ eapturing ( )sama bin Laden and

soil would require the 1.5,

bringing him onto U,

¢ Was the use of these techniques
justified? Absolutely, it was justified. **

grant due [rocess rights 1o bin Laden. By their
own distorted rhetorie on the manner in \\|: chwe
may treat enemny combatants, if bin Laden were
held on 1.5, soil, there would have been a erimi-
nal trial in some LS. Distriet Conrt and it would
have been a deawn-out cireus of an afTair,

The other obvious problem of a tdal on LS.
\“il “ﬂ"lll Il'l‘f' IH'I'lI I:Il' -||'|1||lf'll\l' l{:"'lgl'l' 1o l'ili'
zens heve and around the world. 1t was a hostage
situation waiting to happen. Anvwhere a LS. eib-
zen might be found, they could be kluln.l]qu-d and
held |Ill'1|d"l in exel [ Laden's rel
The nml‘H is bette niT that SEAL
foreed to kil hin Laden vather than take him alive,
How we found him has opened a new debate on
the use of the enhanced interrogation techniques
that were sanctioned by the Iiu-. 1 administration
and ended by Obama’s.

The investigation into loc anel |\||||||rr bin
Laden got its first break after we obtained erucial
|||l:'|||rfv1u‘<- w sibjecting several high-level detain-
s tu waterboarding, The Obama administration
femmath of the strike, acknowledged

SN seerel overseas prisons
developed the first strands of information on bin
Laden's whereabouts, OF all of the detainees in
captivity, only three high-level defainees were wa-
terboarded.  Current and former LS. officials say

By David H. Landon

that Khalid Sheikh Mohammed, the true master-
wined of the D11 terorist attacks, provided the
pseudonym of one of bin Laden’s most trusted
aides. This aide was in fact bin Laden’s personal
I who traveled back and forth between bin
Laden and his l}lli'ldllll"\ passing ont orders and
the pld]hnf al-Qaida’s ongoing atiacks on the West,
The CIA got similar I||||)|1||.I!1|:II| from Moham-
med’s suceessor, Abu Faraj al-Libi. Both of these
terrorisls were \lllljl'[ ted to \\dlt'rll[:.lnhlllf Iy the
Bush administration inside CLA prisons in 1 Poland
and Romania. Onee they had the nom de merre,
they were able to use the authorization "mnlz'l|
under the Patriot Act to direct cleetronic &
veillanee to finding the real name of the courier,
When phone ¢ 'd"N using his name were detected
it wasn't long hefore the US. had their
The |mlun- ecame crvstal clear o the LS.
1(”["\ nee forees in August of last year that hin
L. ltl{'u wis | {1I| fllll w'hl in the Pakistani
town of Abbottabad. |J|||rl are some repots that
once they determined a high pmimhﬂ[ut of his
whereabouts, Hillary Clinton, Leon Paneftz, Rob-
erl Gates and David Petraeus were all were urg-
ing the president to act before bin Laden rnu\prl
'|I"|11| Ittook President Obama from August until
beginning of May to finally act on the intel-
ce and (o close the net around bin Laden,
The sueeess of the limited use of enhaneed in-
terrogation techniques is now for all to see, The
onlv three terrorists upon which the method was
used are all alive, with mabe only their egos worse
for the wear. This extraction of valuable intelli-
gence nsing this method should support the case
that far from being inhumane
or unconscionable, the Bush
administration’s  decision 1o
treal ferrorists as lerrorists not
ul||l\ IH‘l]k‘(I save lives, bt (-
rectly contributed 1o tracking
1 bin Laden. Was the use of these techniques
\bsolutely. it \\.|\_|u

v respeet John MeCain's position in de-
g enhaneed inter n:g.mn 1 techniques, He

is likely the only public official whe has actually
Been torured. But | respectlully disagree with liis
assessiment that 1|||‘~l'1t’{]||lll|lll'\ n|||"‘|| | work. B\
all accounts Khalid Sheikh Mohammed was sing-
ing like a bird after his waterboarding experience,
Ihie second issue of whether or not the LS. vi-
olated Pakistan’s sovereignty is a non-starter: This
terrorist was living comforfably among the Paki-
stanis for a number of vears. They can't seriously
contend that they didi’t know that he was there,
Our previoushy-stated docteine tumps their na-
Tn]ll horders. We sugzested after 911 that on
this issue, vou were ﬂlflll with s oF ag
\n\ slale I|||I whors terrorists is

istan’s harboring of bin Laden was unace (-||L||:|(-
The action taken by Obama to {ly into Pakistan
and Kill bin Laden was correet.
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