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IN DEFEN

fiz]' Hrmu Un":’l'lr

'& riea has aceomplished many great
4 inee its foundi

ducing the light bulb, walking on the moon
and ereating “more humane” methods to le-
gally Kill ooman beings. We have truly come a
long way from the days when eriminals were
ripped Lo shreds with the breaking wheel,
burned o ash, hung, suffocated in ehambers
o electrocuted; now they are simply strapped
down to a flathed and injected with a solu-
tion that collapses the diapheagm and lungs,
then stops the heart. That sounds quick and
painless, right!

The 1.5 Constitution outlaws cruel and
unusual punishment, and Chio law requires
lethal injection to be quick and painless, A
two-hour attempt to find an adequate vein
for injection of lethal Huids was certainly not
1|\ufk and was seemingly eruel as it brought
Si-vear-old Romell |1er|n to tears, The day
before Broom’s scheduled execution, medi-
cal examiners evaluated Broom’s veins and
determined that veins in his vight arm were
accessible, vet for two hours executioners
were poking needles into Broom’s a |
even his legs, only to realize their method
was lawed. Governor Ted Strickland was in-
formed of the long delay and ordered a stop
to the longest execution ever to take place in

such as inteo-

Uhio. Stricklanad stated that the prison statt

lias been re

wching alternative procedures
for lethal injection that would comply with
state law, which clearly suggests that the
method used during Broom’s botched execu-
tion did not comply with the law,

Although Broom’s ease is unique, it is not
the first time lethal injection has proven to be
defective. In 2006, Angel Diaz suffered a 34
minite execution, twice the length of a nor-
mal procedure. Executions in Florida nor
mally take no more than 15 minutes, and the
inmate is supposed 10 be unconscious within

three to four minutes, During the process of

injecting the lethal fluids into Diaz's veins,
the needle went threough the vein and into his
flesh, which made the procedure extremely
painful and prevented the sedating chemical
from taking full effect. Diaz was still Blinking
and moving his mouth in attempt o speak
or perhaps seream for the fiest 24 minutes
of the procedure, proving that Diaz was con-
seious and still had feeling while his organs
were I1-nf‘tillg1tl lethal chem bt tnll|c|

not speak becanse of the paralyzing effect of
Pavulon which was administered shortly afler
the Pentathal. The Pentothal was supposed Lo
react fist by putting Diaz in a eoma, which
would prevent any feeling during other drg
injections. Pavalon is a musele relasant which
prevents the inmate from any movement, If
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step one did not work, Diaz would not be able
to say so. beeanse step bwo made a successful
«-Hm;. a
tooth [nl“r e while FOULWETE COTSCINNS beca
Hu anesthesia did not work? How about
open heart surgery while vou were eogni-
gant? Do vou think it would b painful to Terl
vour lings collapse while you were conseious
because the technique that was used to kil vou
was flawed? Nobody should ever have to endure
such a pamful and ervel death. Medical exam-
mers did state that with evidence shown in his
body, they were able to determine that Diaz
died an excruciatingly painful and slow death.

Luckily, the undoubtedly impe
ol lethal chemicals was not adn
Romell Broom before the unusually long pro-
cedure was halted. After an hour of squeezing
and poking with needles, Broom volunteered to
help executioners find a vein to end his misery
quicker. Afte it was located and a nurse in-
Jeeted it with saline, the vein eollapsed. Broom
covered his face and began sobbi
porters say he was snbbing because he was dis-
tressed, but the pain he felt from a eollapsed
vein and two hours of pinching and jabbing
went unmentioned. Broom stated that his expe-
rience was painful, distressful and that he was
expecting the same kind of “torture”
the next attempt. Subjecting Broom to .moll]m
long, painful and torturous execution attempt
would violate the 1.5, Constitution. Chio law
was broken during the first attempt, and if the
execution were to follow through eventually, the
constitution would be violated because there
would be two situati which one man was
mentally and phys

Broom should he |wm|xlm' tly removed from
death row and should remain in prison for life,
This argument is not in fivor of Romell Broom
in part s indefense of the human race,
nelding us :l“ from cruel and unusual pun-
ishment. It would not be Just to make ext
tions to the Ohio law of “quick and painless
lethal injection or the constitution, because the
methad or procedure was inconsistent. There
would be complete chaos if the law was bro-
ken from both sides of the fence: Broom hroke
the law, but that does not mean the state or en-
forcement should be allowed to break it as well.
What kind of message would the state send to
its people if it picked when it wanted to follow
the law and chose when to break it!

hl|r1|||n his veins. Could you im

sel solution
istered lo
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Rana Odelr is w0 graduate of the University of
Deyton with @ magor in English and @ minor in
pfrn"rmw.l"u Her research and writi Jocus on
ssstees of riace, elasy and gender: She can be reached
at contactus@idayoncitypaper.com
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Tu]nul into contest the phrase “cruel and un-
usial punishment.” one has to have a point
of reference to illusteate how we have “evolyved ™
in o collective methods of Killing each other

Although undocumented, Tm sure when
Grog stole Bam-Bam’s horde of Mammaoth
Jerky. justice probably came sure and swilt,
|.m|ﬂ|:|\ in the form of a large igneous ok
being bashed e, P ated ly ags
u|111| the ‘Emrk of life fled, 1
ol Grog

-t (s r]\Il"\ IJln-'IIJ
Ihv CAriss

in the dust of ages, Ine\x-nlmll\
up and lumn-mmnuu.-.l_\ displayed in
some erusty musenm. Sinee then, lumanity
has endured being bludgeoned, hung, dismem-
bered. lit on fire and thrown out of windows
as forms of eapital punishment. Even Tibetan
mornks. n|1in|i1lg |!_\' their own code 1o not .~'|ri"
the blood of another human, took pains to fig-
ure out a method with which to dispateh the
criminal element to another plane of existence.
They w them up inawel animal skin
and. ries, the vietim is crushed and or as-
phiviated,

1T you really look at the methods of capital
punishment throughout the ages, a lethal injee-
riual trip 1o the day spa eompared 1o
rolled 1In\\u a hill in a bareel with spikes
nailed throng

Is lethal ||J|l1"tm|l to be viewed as eruel and
unsual punishment?

As vou reflect an some of the barbaric meth-
ads of execution alluded to above, vou will see a
trerud towards “eivilizing” the deatl penalty a bit
more with every encroaching age. For example,
the guillotine was named after Joseph-lgnace
Guillotin, a French professor of anatomy, who
Wis \J]ilNr.-il’I] 1o the death G bt saw that
there needed 1o be a more humane way to dis-
patch those who had been deemed a menace
to society. Il we were debating the use of the
|l]nl|m‘ now, nok only would ]lmp]u deery the
writy of the instrument as well as the |:
tice, they would hemoan the fact that the vietim
would probably feel some form of separation

g

anxiety when head and Inml\ parted ways. 1f

the current 11wu|ul sterd wtl]o acl of ¢
pinishment continues, a prisoner will |
out ona Mufly white bed ol clonds and Julie An-
drews will sing them lullabies until their head
explodes into candy. After all, we wouldn't want
to treal a crimi if he had done something
Wrong o

].qlh'\] |||||-rl was actually proposed in
1888 by New York doctor Julius Mount Blever
as a more homane method o execation. The
introdh
accepted execution did nol mal
pearance until 1977 when it was introduced and
nt|n|i[1-c\ |[\ the: Ctklahoma legislature, Lethal
injection was first used by Texas (go figure) in
December 1952 1o execute Charles Brooks, Jr.
a convieted murderer. Sinee then, it has been
mh:]ih't\ ]i_\ every state in the cournkry as almuost

formal ap-
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tion of lethal mjection as a method of

INJECTION

By LT Ryder

the exclusive method of exe 1

Recently, however, the ACLLU has come for-
ward to bloek the use of lethal injection, calling
it “eruel and unusual punishment.” which has
foreed Governor Strickland to call for a mora-
torinm on the ]
ing further investiga . The  investigation
stems from the attempled execution of Rommel
Broom in which the state failed to find a usable
vein in which to introduce the lethal dose of
thiopental sodium, pancuronium bromide and
potassium chloride, The damage
veins maost probably stems from his previous
intravenous deug use, After the execution was
halted. Broom’s attorney, Adele Shank, 2|
Broom and stated he was traumatized. "It really
hurt him, I mean ph Iy bt i, she woe-
fully told reporters,

easons belind Broom’s areival at this mo-
ment in his life appear lost in the preordained
nidas and righteous thetorie of those who
umnm the 1|1”\1|| |J!'H:III\ n _‘sn‘|r|1‘mlm’l .,
1984, Li-year-old Tryna Mideleton was Kid-
napped, eutally vaped, stabbed and left inan
abandined parking lot. Broom, who had bee
previously convieted of raping a 12-year-old
linked to the erime through t'i\'i'\\irlm’\'.-i testi-
ny of Middleton’s two lraends, both ol whom
e were attempled abduction victims as well,
and by DXNA evidenee from semen found on
\|||ldl\-1m| |Jt\(|\ Braom’s lawyers filed appeals
t Cleveland police
represse «l evidence that could have el ||<'<~1| the
outeome of the trial, namely that Midele ton and
her friends had been 1||1|1|\|J|g beer, smoking
martjuana and had allegedly been promiscuous,
OFconrse, had that evidenee surlaced, would we
Dave all nnanimously coneured Lo immediately
release Broom and give him the keys to the lo-
cal Kinder Rave, warmly fuzzy in the knowledge
that justice had been served?

While the lawyers wrangle with writs and ap-
peals and the anti-death penalty protesters hold
lamenting the faet that Broom has sul-
eparable psychological harmn, not to
mention some rather nasty pin pricks, we all
have 1w step back anid ]il"lf all the pn TS
a complete contextual visualization. Is lethal in-
jection enuel and unusual? As opposed to what?
Being ripped away from vour lJ e, alife that was
Just ]wnmmw to be lerrorized, tormented,
raped 'm:l |m|1‘1|0|\'z|.' The
life being held in the
violates you ina frenzy «
fore letting the knife slip into your flesh as you
beg for deliverance? 111t were a choice between
this and the “cruel and unmsual™ lethal injec-
tiom, Tl gladly woll up my sleeve.

to Broom’s

DOP freelance wiiter L17 Ryder covers a wide
range of topics neluding bl news, music and
comedy: He can be reached at contactus@dayiones.
typaper.com
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